Bin there,
done that

A Waiheke Island entrepreneur knows
how to make good use of bad rubbish.

BY SARAH BARNETT

aiheke Island’s fruit

harvest was a goody

last year. Good almost

to the point of glut

- but John Stans-
held executive director of Clean Stream
Waiheke, which runs the island’s rubbish
and recycling collection and transfer, had
a solution. Clean Stream ran preserv-
ing classes, and salvaged four-and-a-half
tonnes of jam jars for locals to fill with
their preserves. The island even has a
couple of cottage industries making jam
using the old jars collected at the transfer
station, says Stansfield.

So if Auckland City Council succeeds
in foisting rubbish-collection wheelie
bins on the island, there may be scenes at
the wharf. Locals are determined to stick
with their existing collection scheme,
some joking - maybe - that if they have
to they’ll lash the bins together and
float them across the Hauraki Gulf to
the mainland.

At stake is a proposed 10-year, $23 mil-
lion contract for Waiheke’s rubbish and
recycling collection, which the council put
up for tender last year. Since 2001, Clean
Stream has operated the transfer station
and collection system as a community-
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owned charity, the Waste Resource Trust.
Current front runner in the tender proc-
ess is TransPacific Industries, which would
take all Waiheke’s waste off the island. TPI
undercut Clean Stream’s tender by $3.7
million. But it has its own troubles — being
suspended from trading on the Austral-
ian stock exchange in February, unable to
find investors to prop up its A$2.5 billion
long-term debt, according to the Sydney
Morning Herald.

There is a small reprieve: amid grow-
ing pressure on ACC from the Auckland

Regional Council and Auckland Central |

MP Nikki Kaye, the decision has been
deferred until the super-city morass has
been sorted out - and the city council has
pledged to check the financial soundness
of all tenders.

The city council is reportedly split down
the middle on the issue — and those hold-
out councillors should make their way
over to Ostend Rd to check out Stans-
field’s operation and answer a very simple
question: If it ain’t broke, why fix it? TPI
may have undercut Clean Stream, but

an important figure is missing from the
equation — the value this site brings to the
Waiheke community: 22 jobs and an esti-
mated $1.3 million in employment and
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sales of recyclables each year, all of which
would be lost under any other tender.

» ut those are the numbers; Stans-

field’s tour of his site is something

else. “I tell the poor to get hold of

the rubbish while they can before the

rich find out how valuable it is! There's so

much in it we could be turning into stuff
and jobs."”

He’s keen on jobs. Nearly everything
on-site is geared towards improving
efficiency and quality, and creating
employment. “We took a significant
proportion of our staff out of alcohol
and drug rehab and the rest of them off
welfare. We invest really heavily in our
staff, everyone gets a good whack of
training.”

Since 2003, Clean Stream has been
waiting for a new site next to the existing
space to be developed so they can expand.
In the meantime, the 0.8ha space is jam-
packed with innovations to add value to
the waste stream. The trucks run on biodie-
sel made from used restaurant cooking oil;
any electronics are given the once-over
by a sparky who donates his time once a
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